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RECITAL  HAS  BARD 
FOR  MUSIC  THEME 

Suzanne  Bloch  Plays  Works 
of  Shakespeare's  Day  on  Lute 
and  Virginal  in  Fischer  Hall 


On  the  program  Suzanne  Bloch’s 
recital  at  Carl  Fischer  Concert 
Hall  Saturday  night  was  listed 
only  as  the  sixty-third  concert  to 
be  presented  by  the  Society  of  the 
Classic  Guitar.  With  justice, 
though,  it  could  have  been  billed  as 
“Music  in  Shakespear’s  Time.” 

Miss  Bloch  illustrated  this  theme 
in  three  different  ways.  Most  ob- 
viously, she  performed  five  pieces 
so  well  known  to  Shakespeare  and 
his  contemporaries  that  he  knew 
he  coud  refer  to  them  in  his  plays 
either  for  a joke  or  to  aphifiye  a 
dramatic  effect. 

In  her  group  of  lute  solos  there 
was  “Fortune  My  Foe,”  referred  to 
in  “Titus  Andronicus”;  “Heartes 
Ease,”  mentioned  in  “Romeo  and 
Juliet,”  and  “Greene  Sleaves,” 
which  is  still  well  enough  known 
that  it  fetches  a laugh  when  Fal- 
staff  in  “The  Merry  Wives  of 
Widsor”  says  “Let  the  sky  rain 
potatoes,  let  it  thunder  to  the  tune 
of  ‘Green  Sleaves.’  ” 

In  Miss  Bloch's  group  of  songs 
to  the  lute  there  was  “Heigh  Ho, 
for  a Husband,”  which  Beatrice 
and  Margaret  bandy  about  in 
“Much  Ado  About  Nothing.”  And 
in  Miss  Bloch’s  group  of  solos  for 
the  virginal  was  “Wops  doe  me  no 
harme  good  man,”  an  anonymous 
piece  that  she  is  convinced  is  the 
one  the  servant  in  “The  Winter’s 
Tale”  refers  to  when  he  explains 
that  the  pedlar  at  the  door  knows 
a song  with  the  refrain,  “Whoops, 
do  me  no  harm  good  man.” 

The  second  way  the  Shakespeare 
theme  was  demonstrated  was 
through  the  instruments  of  the 
concert.  Listening  to  the  lute,  with 
its  two  strings  for  each  note,  one 
realized  with  what  uncanny  preci- 
sion Shakespeare  made  Caliban 
describe  the  music  he  heard.  Those 
paired  strings,  tuned  in  unison,  do 
make  it  a "twangling”  instrument 
that  “hums”  about  the  ears. 

Finally  and  unspokenly  the 
whole  program  was  animated  by 
the  Elizabethan  concept  of  music. 
In  the  matter  of  practice  there 
was  music-making  with  members 
of  the  family  and  with  friends,  for 
in  one  group  Miss  Bloch  was  joined 
by  her  husband,  Paul  Smith,  who 
played  the  recorder,  and  for  the 
lute  duets  she  was  joined  by  Vladi- 
mir Bobri,  the  president  of  the 
sponsoring  society. 

Not  only  did  all  three  perform 
in  the  manner  that  the  books  tell 
us  was  common  with  the  Eliza- 
bethans— that  is,  as  cultivated, 
sensitive  and  skillful  aficianados, 
but  they  made  the  sort  of  music 
that  Shakespeare  knew.  Again  one 
has  the  proof  from  Caliban's  words. 
It  might  have  seemed  too  minia- 
ture for  some  listeners,  but  the 
hall  was  indeed  filled  with  “sounds 
and  sweet  airs  that  give  delight 
and  hurt  not.”  R.  p. 
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It  Slas  a Lover  and  Rls  Lass 


It  was  a lover  and  bis  lass, 

CHltb  a bey,  and  a bo, 

Hnd  a bey  nonlno, 

"Chat  o'er  tbe  green  cornfield  did  pass, 
In  tbe  springtime,  tbe  only  pretty  ring-time, 
QQben  birds  do  sing, 

Rey  dlng-a-dlng  ding, 

Sweet  lovers  love  tbe  spring. 

Between  tbe  acres  of  tbe  rye, 

Qlltb  a bey,  and  a bo, 

Hnd  a bey  nonlno, 

"Cbese  pretty  country  folks  would  lie, 

In  tbe  springtime,  tbe  only  pretty  ring-time. 

Lbls  carol  they  began  that  hour, 

OKtb  a bey,  and  a bo, 

Hnd  a bey  nonlno, 

Row  that  a life  was  but  a flower 
In  tbe  springtime,  tbe  only  pretty  ring-time. 

Hnd  therefore  take  tbe  present  time, 
<Hltb  a bey,  and  a bo, 

Hnd  a bey  nonlno ; 

fior  love  Is  crowned  with  tbe  prime 
In  tbe  springtime,  tbe  only  pretty  ring-time. 
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Sbc  J'lever  Told  Rer  Love 

Sbe  never  told  ber  love, 

But  let  concealment,  like  a worm  l'  tbe  bud, 
feed  on  ber  damask  cbeek ; sbe  pin'd  in 
thought; 

And,  with  a green  and  yellow  melancholy, 
Sbe  sat  like  patience  on  a monument, 
Smiling  at  grief.  .... 
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Blow,  Blow,  Chou  CQinter  Qlind 

Blow,  blow,  thou  winter  wind, 

Thou  art  not  so  unkind 
Hs  man's  Ingratitude ; 

Thy  tooth  Is  not  so  been, 

Because  thou  art  not  seen, 

Hltbougb  thy  breath  be  rude. 

freeze,  freeze,  thou  bitter  shy, 

Thou  dost  not  bite  so  nigh 
Hs  benefits  forgot; 

Though  thou  the  waters  warp, 

Thy  sting  Is  not  so  sharp 
Hs  friend  remember'd  not. 

fielgb  bo!  sing  heigh  bo!  unto  the  green 
holly ; 

JMost  friendship  Is  feigning,  most  loving 
mere  folly: 

Then  belgb  ho,  the  holly! 

This  life  Is 'most  jolly! 
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Introduced  by  Sir  5.  R.  Bishop  into  the  opera  “ Comedy  of  errors.' 
Dr.  flrne  did  not  compose  the  “ burthen  ” to  this  song. 
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Rark!  bark!  tbc  Lark  at  Reav'ns  6atc  sings 

Rark ! bark ! tbc  lark  at  bcav'ns  gate  sings, 
Hnd  pboebus  'gins  arise, 

Ris  steeds  to  water  at  those  springs 
On  cbalic'd  flowers  that  lies: 

Hnd  winking  JVIarybuds  begin 
■Co  ope  tbeir  golden  eyes ; 

Cttitb  every  thing  that  pretty  is, 

)VIy  lady  sweet,  arise ; 

Hrise,  arise! 
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* Che  word  “bin,”  substituted  for  “is”  by  some  song-writers,  is  spurious. 


Qdben  Daisies  pied,  and  Violets  Blue 
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Slbcrc  the  Bee  Sucks,  There  Suck  X 


Dr.  Chomas  H.  Hmt 
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Bid  me  Discourse,  X will  Gncbant 
tbine  Gar 

Bid  me  discourse,  X will  enchant  tbine  ear, 
Or,  like  a fairy,  trip  upon  the  green, 

Or,  like  a nymph,  with  long,  dishevelled 
bair, 

Dance  on  the  sands,  and  yet  no  footing 
seen. 


Bid  me  Discourse, 

I will  6ncbant  tbine  6ar 


Hllegro  moderate,  ma  eon  anfma. 


f>.  R.  Bishop 
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Sung  by  Miss  M-  Cree,  as  Viola,  in  “Cwelfth  flight.' 
Copyright,  1898,  by  0.  Schirmer. 
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Che  original  words  are  "long,  disbevell'd”  hair. 
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Under  the  Greenwood  'Zree 


Dr.  Cbomas  3.  Hme 


Hllegro  non  troppo. 
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QOLbo  is  Silvia  ? 3Hbat  is  Sbc 

<Hbo  is  Silvia  ? wbat  is  sbe 
'Chat  all  our  swains  commend  ber  ? 

Roly,  fair  and  wise  is  sbc, 

Ube  beav'ns  sucb  grace  did  lend  ber, 

That  sbe  might  admired  be. 

Is  sbe  kind  as  sbe  is  fair  ? 
for  beauty  lives  with  kindness : 

Love  doth  to  ber  eyes  repair 
■Co  help  him  of  bis  blindness ; 

Hnd,  being  helped,  inhabits  there. 

"Chen  to  Silvia  let  us  sing, 

■Chat  Silvia  is  excelling, 

Sbe  excels  each  mortal  thing 
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"Co  ber  let  us  garlands  bring. 
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